
 

 

Press Release  

Abidjan / Heidelberg, 28 September 2026 

 

The Future of Agrofood, Hospitality, Packaging and 
Plastics Comes to Abidjan 

More than 180 exhibitors from 25 countries to showcase products, technologies and 
solutions for West Africa from 8–10 October 2026 

  

From 8 to 10 October 2026, the Parc des Expositions d’Abidjan will become the meeting point for 
professionals from across the food, agriculture, poultry, hospitality, plastics, printing and packaging 
industries. 

 
agrofood & plastprintpack, Afrik’Embal and Food & HoReCa Expo will be held simultaneously under 
one roof, creating one of the most comprehensive B2B industry gatherings in West Africa. More than 

180 exhibitors from 25 countries will present products, equipment, technologies and services tailored 
to the needs of the Ivorian and wider West African markets. 

International expertise meets regional opportunity  

Exhibitors will come from China, Côte d’Ivoire, Denmark, Egypt, France, Germany, India, Italy, Latvia, 
Lebanon, Morocco, the Netherlands, Nigeria, Poland, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Slovenia, South Africa, 

Taiwan, Thailand, Togo, Tunisia, Türkiye, the United Arab Emirates and the United Kingdom. 

The event is held under the patronage of the Ivorian Ministry of Agriculture, Rural Development and 
Food Crops and the Ministry of Trade, Industry and Crafts and enjoys the support of numerous local 
and international institutions, ministries, chambers of commerce, trade agencies and industry 

associations, reinforcing its role as a leading platform for business development, investment and 
innovation in West Africa. 

VIP Hosted Buyer Program 

A major highlight of the event will be the VIP Hosted Buyers Program, which will bring together 265 
carefully selected buyers from 13 countries across West and Central Africa, including Benin, Burkina 

Faso, Cameroon, Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Liberia, Mali, Niger, Nigeria, Senegal, Sierra Leone and 
Togo.  

 
The program is designed to facilitate targeted business meetings, sourcing discussions and 

partnership opportunities between exhibitors and key decision-makers from across the region. 
 
Conference program focuses on Innovation and Sustainability 
 
A three-day conference programme will complement the exhibition and provide valuable insights into 
current industry developments. Experts, government representatives, business leaders and innovators 

will discuss topics including: 
• Sustainable agriculture and food security 
• Local food processing and value creation 

• Packaging innovation and circular economy approaches 
• International quality and safety standards 



 

 

• Developments in the hospitality and food service sectors 

• Emerging technologies for plastics, printing and packaging industries 
 

Practical exhibitor-led masterclasses will further enrich the program with real-world case studies and 
business applications. 
 

Key figures for the Ivorian agrofood market 
  
• 85% of Ivorian exports come from agriculture, with cocoa alone accounting for nearly a third of 

exports. Agricultural mechanisation is advancing rapidly in both arable farming and livestock 

farming. 
• With food trade worth US$ 13.2 billion, Côte d’Ivoire is West Africa’s leading agrofood 

hub, ahead of Nigeria (US$ 7.6 billion). In 2024, the country exported US$ 9.7 billion worth of food 

products and imported US$ 3.5 billion (WTO). 
• Investment in food technologies reached €192 million in 2025, representing an increase of 

111% compared with 2024 and an average annual growth rate of 17.4% since 2020. (VDMA) 
  
Facts about the Ivorian Plastprintpack market 
  
• Imports of plastic raw materials have grown by 8% per year, rising from 245 kt in 2018 to 388 

kt in 2024. (EUROMAP) 
• Imports of plastics technology more than doubled, from € 31 million in 2019 to € 72 million in 

2025, representing an annual growth rate of 15%. (VDMA) 
• Imports of packaging technology have almost doubled in five years, reaching € 67 million in 

2025 compared with € 34 million in 2021. (VDMA) 
• Imports of printing and paper technologies have also more than doubled, rising from € 10 

million in 2021 to € 23 million in 2025. (VDMA) 
  
In short: Côte d’Ivoire combines a strong export-oriented agricultural sector, a processing sector 

undergoing rapid modernisation, and sustained demand for plastics, packaging and printing 

technologies. It is one of the most dynamic markets in West Africa. 
 

Strong Partnership creates a unique Industry Platform 

The event is the result of a strategic collaboration between fairtrade Messe, ATLM Expo  and APECI. 
ATLM Expo organises Food and HoReCa Expo Côte d’Ivoire, fairtrade Messe is responsible for 

agrofood & plastprintpack West Africa, while APECI – the Association of Packaging Professionals in 
Côte d’Ivoire – is the organisation behind Afrik’Embal. 

 
Together, the organisers bring decades of experience, extensive international networks and deep 
regional expertise to create a platform that connects suppliers, buyers, investors and industry 

professionals throughout West Africa. 

Open to Industry Professionals and Trade Visitors 

The exhibition welcomes manufacturers, processors, importers, distributors, retailers, hospitality 
professionals, packaging specialists, investors, entrepreneurs and all stakeholders interested in the 
latest developments across the food, agriculture, hospitality, plastics, printing and packaging sectors. 
 
Visitors are invited to meet local and international suppliers from 8 to 10 October 2026 at the Parc des 
Expositions d’Abidjan, and discover the technologies, products and partnerships shaping the future of 

West African industry. 
 



 

 

More Information 

agrofood West Africa: www.agrofood-westafrica.com 

Food Expo: www.ivorycoastfoodexpo.com 

Characters (incl. blanks): 5,544 
 

 

About the Organisers 

ATLM Expo, founded in 1997, organises international trade events that connect businesses, buyers 
and industry professionals across a range of sectors. 

fairtrade Messe has organised international trade fairs since 1991 and has successfully developed its 

agrofood and plastprintpack exhibition portfolio throughout Africa  

APECI (Association des Professionnels de l’Emballage en Côte d’Ivoire) brings together packaging 
professionals and experts dedicated to advancing the packaging sector in Côte d’Ivoire through 
training, research and industry promotion. 

 

Press Contacts 

ATLM Expo 
Ibrahim Demir 
Tel: +225 07 16 91 55 00 

abidjan@atlmexpo.com 

fairtrade Messe 
Christoph Müller 
Tel: +49 62 21 45 65 22 

c.mueller@fairtrade-messe.de 

 

APECI 
Charles Diplo 
Tel: +225 05 05 72 19 57 

dav.diplo@gmail.com 
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